
 SHRI GODAWARI SINGH

 Shri Godawari Singh is a famous wooden handicraft artist.

2. Born on 1 January, 1941, Shri Godawari departed from his birthplace, 
Gorakhpur, along with his mother and brother in 1953, and relocated to Varanasi, 
where he embarked on his artistic journey. He started his artwork journey making 
sindhora, an art form that is popular in weddings even now. He revolutionized this 
art using modern tools to craft newer and creative products.He has devoted his 
entire life to preserve this wooden handicraft industry and supporting its artisans. 
Currently, more than 2000 artisans are employed in this field under his guidance.

3. Shri Singh established 20 self-help groups in 2001 under the Dr. Bhimrao 
Ambedkar scheme, administered by the Toy Industry Co-operative Society 
Limited. These groups comprised a total of 300 craftsmen who were provided with 
training, design workshops, and toolkits under the scheme.

4. Shri Singh received a State Award for his creation of the wooden Arjun Rath 
in 2003-04. In January 26, 2005, during the Republic Day celebrations, he 
represented Uttar Pradesh alongside his artisans, the then showcasing their 
artwork in a grand procession and achieving the third position. The then President 
Shri APJ Kalam and the then Prime Minister Shri Manmohan Singh honoured 
both him and the artisans. On August 7, 2006, he was appointed as a patron by the 
Board of Directors of Industries to provide benefits to toy artisans under the Prime 
Minister's scheme. In 2007, the Ministry of Textiles, Lucknow, bestowed upon him 
the title of Bhishma Pitamah.

5. In 2016, Shri Singh was honoured by the Ministry of Textiles, during the 
inauguration ceremony of Guru Shishya Parampara. On January 13, 2016, he 
received the Excellence Award from Shri Kalraj Mishra, the Governor of Rajasthan.  
In February 2017, he was bestowed with the Kalamani Award by  the then Haryana 
Governor Shri Kaptan Singh Solanki at the Surajkund International Fair. In 1970, 
the Prime Minister of Canada was deeply impressed by his artwork and bestowed 
upon him the Gold Medal.

Padma Shri



 Jh xksnkojh Çlg

 Jh xksnkojh Çlg ,d çfl) dk"B gLrf'kYi dykdkj gSaA

2-  1 tuojh] 1941 dks tUes Jh xksnkojh o"kZ 1953 esa viuh eka vkSj HkkÃ ds lkFk vius tUeLFkku] xksj[kiqj ls 
fudydj okjk.klh pys x,] tgka dyk dh mudh ;k=k 'kq: gqÃA mUgksaus dyk dh viuh ;k=k Çlèkksjk cukus ls 
'kq: dh] tks dyk :i vc Hkh 'kkfn;ksa esa yksdfç; gSA mUgksaus uÃ vkSj jpukRed oLrq,a rS;kj djus ds fy, 
vkèkqfud midj.kksa dk bLrseky djds bl dyk ds {ks= esa Økafr yk nhA mUgksaus viuk iwjk thou bl dk"B 
gLrf'kYi m|ksx dks lajf{kr djus vkSj blds dkjhxjksa dh enn djus ds fy, leÆir dj fn;k gSA orZeku esa 
muds ekxZn'kZu esa 2000 ls vfèkd dkjhxj bl {ks= esa dke dj jgs gSaA

3-  Jh Çlg us o"kZ 2001 esa f[kykSuk m|ksx lgdkjh lfefr fyfeVsM ds varxZr vkus okyh M‚- Hkhejko 
vEcsMdj ;kstuk ds rgr 20 Lo;a lgk;rk lewgksa dh LFkkiuk dhA bu lewgksa esa dqy 300 f'kYidkj 'kkfey Fks 
ftUgsa ;kstuk ds rgr çf'k{k.k] fMtkbu dk;Z'kkyk,a vkSj VwyfdV fn, x,A

4- Jh Çlg dks o"kZ 2003&04 esa ydM+h ds vtqZu jFk ds fuekZ.k ds fy, LVsV vokMZ feykA 26 tuojh] 2005 
dks] x.kra= fnol lekjksg ds nkSjku] mUgksaus HkO; tqywl esa vius dkjhxjksa ds lkFk mRrj çns'k dk çfrfufèkRo 
djrs gq, viuh dyk—fr dk çn'kZu fd;k vkSj rhljk LFkku çkIr fd;kA jk"Vªifr Jh ,ihts vCnqy rRdkyhu 
dyke vkSj çèkkuea=h Jh eueksgu Çlg us mUgsa vkSj dkjhxjksa dks lEekfur fd;kA 7 vxLr] 2006 dks rRdkyhu 
mUgsa çèkkuea=h ;kstuk ds rgr f[kykSuk dkjhxjksa dks ykHk çnku djus ds fy, m|ksx funs'kd eaMy }kjk laj{kd 
ds :i esa fu;qDr fd;k x;kA o"kZ 2007 esa oL= ea=ky;] y[kuÅ us mUgsa Hkh"e firkeg dh mikfèk ls lEekfur 
fd;kA

5- o"kZ 2016 esa] xq# f'k"; ijaijk ds mn~?kkVu lekjksg ds nkSjku] oL= ea=ky; us Jh  dks lEekfur fd;kA flag
13 tuojh] 2016 dks mUgsa jktLFkku ds jkT;iky] Jh dyjkt feJ ls mR—"Vrk iqjLdkj çkIr gqvkA Qjojh] 2017 
esa] lwjtdqaM varjjk"Vªh; esys esa gfj;k.kk ds jkT;iky] Jh dIrku Çlg lksyadh us mUgsa dykef.k rRdkyhu 
iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;kA o"kZ 1970 esa dukMk ds çèkku ea=h  dyk—fr ls cgqr çHkkfor gq, vkSj mUgsa Lo.kZ mudh
ind çnku fd;kA  

in~e Jh


