Padma Shri

SHRI GODAWARI SINGH

Shri Godawari Singh is a famous wooden handicraft artist.

2. Born on 1 January, 1941, Shri Godawari departed from his birthplace,
Gorakhpur, along with his mother and brother in 1953, and relocated to Varanasi,
where he embarked on his artistic journey. He started his artwork journey making
sindhora, an art form that is popular in weddings even now. He revolutionized this
art using modern tools to craft newer and creative products.He has devoted his
entire life to preserve this wooden handicraft industry and supporting its artisans.
Currently, more than 2000 artisans are employed in this field under his guidance.

S Shri Singh established 20 self-help groups in 2001 under the Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar scheme, administered by the Toy Industry Co-operative Society
Limited. These groups comprised a total of 300 craftsmen who were provided with
training, design workshops, and toolkits under the scheme.

4. Shri Singh received a State Award for his creation of the wooden Arjun Rath
in 2003-04. In January 26, 2005, during the Republic Day celebrations, he
represented Uttar Pradesh alongside his artisans, the then showcasing their
artwork in a grand procession and achieving the third position. The then President
Shri APJ Kalam and the then Prime Minister Shri Manmohan Singh honoured
both him and the artisans. On August 7, 2006, he was appointed as a patron by the
Board of Directors of Industries to provide benefits to toy artisans under the Prime
Minister's scheme. In 2007, the Ministry of Textiles, Lucknow, bestowed upon him
the title of Bhishma Pitamah.

S. In 2016, Shri Singh was honoured by the Ministry of Textiles, during the
inauguration ceremony of Guru Shishya Parampara. On January 13, 2016, he
received the Excellence Award from Shri Kalraj Mishra, the Governor of Rajasthan.
In February 2017, he was bestowed with the Kalamani Award by the then Haryana
Governor Shri Kaptan Singh Solanki at the Surajkund International Fair. In 1970,
the Prime Minister of Canada was deeply impressed by his artwork and bestowed
upon him the Gold Medal.
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